Synthesis of New Benzocyclotrimer Analogues: New Receptors for Tetramethylammonium Ion Recognition.
Using a [2 + 2 + 2] cycloaddition/Mitsunobu reaction sequence, a convenient synthesis to access new benzocyclotrimer analogues has been developed. The new receptors have the geometry and functionality capable of recognizing the tetramethylammonium ion in the gas phase and in solution.